Spurge Laurel
Daphne laureola
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Shrubs

Spurge Laurel
Daphne laureola

General: Evergreen, shade tolerant shrub growing to 4 feet tall.
Mature plants have many shoots originating near base. Branches
green, turning grey with age. Spread by root or seed.

Leaves: Glossy, oblong, dark green, thick with smooth edges.
Spirally arranged; crowded at branch tips. 2-7 inches long, % -2
inches wide. Leaves lighter underneath. Leathery.

Flowers: Small and inconspicuous, yellow-green with orange
stamens, unpleasantly fragrant. Bloom from late January to May.
Grow in clusters of 5-20 between leaves near the tops of stems.

Fruit: Egg shaped eshy berries start out green and ripen to
black in early summer.

Notes: All parts of this plant are toxic. Do not handle without
protection.

Impacts: Grows in the understory of our native forests
where it can rapidly colonize areas to form dense stands
and out-compete native vegetation. Once established,
spurge laurelisdi cult to manage. Birds spread seeds
randomly making detection very di cult and allowing
spurge laurel to spread throughout natural areas un-
checked. Alters soil chemistry.
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Gorse
Ulex europaeus
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