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Put Nature to Work

by Suzanne Greene

and many factors play ioto bow thess plant
commundties function. (ne getting more atterbion
of late is the vigar of par pollinators. From
butierflies to bees, these insects are I trouble. But
the good news is that there are some simple and
‘worthnwhile things we can do bo nurteme cor native
wildlife and help what some deem to be the bardest
workers in nature - pollinators

Plight of the polinstor

You may have heard the news regarding the crisis
bitting mur mative boneybess - whole colonies of
l::ﬁ'qunfuﬁnma]muudltﬂaﬂ:hmﬂﬂzln
frust. While the bees get a lot of press, there are
more than DHK 000 species of pollmators in the
world, many of which ame in peril. Though thene is
a lack of comprehenstee research, the population of
clearty trending denernerard.
Pollmators are hugely important to oo ecosysten
and our econcoy. They cootral the reproduction
diverse and productive and form the base of our
ecosysterms. Dinew Memitt, a native plant expert
at Humhle Rroots Farm and Mursery in Mosier,
Ciregom, says “Uher forests would look 2 whale Lot
different without poliinatom™”

Ewen more warrisome is our dependence on
pallnatocs for edible and mdustrial crops, B0
percent af which rety on pallinators for Eit
production or reproduction. Indeed, soyben
and cherry crops account for 340 billion worth of
prodiscts in the United States each year, making

pallinators a vital component of our econamy as
well as pur edible food rescurces.

S what's happening to our pollinators? Lack of
babitat keaves pallinatorswithout places to nest and

forage. Pesticides meant to kill of ganden wesds
thee same as 2 boll weevil Disesse and competition
from introduced species deplete the aleady scare
rescusres and upset the delicate balance developed
ower centuries of evolubion

Mative gardens and
|'.-_'l|!ll"3t O COMServation
Matrve plants bave grown and evabred to adapt to
the conditions of their ecosystem: cnce established,
they will thrive with no fertilizer, pest comiral ar
irrigaticn. A summer drowght i oo problem for
natives - they are adapted bo local climatbes and do
not need additional water or protecbon.
Using natives in gardens also provides a vital
SOUrCE nﬁmda.nd:hdtu'l‘crwid.liiﬂ:ri:
havert evalved alongside our irsects, aren't shle
to provide the food necessary for 2 functioning
food web,” whereas native plants have co-evabeed
with vegetahle-eating insects of the scosystem.
In fact, "M} percent of kerhivorous nsects ane
specialized to eat a single or a few species of
plants and ooy have the enzymes o digest those
ific compounds,” hMerritt says. Reseanch
has shown that landscaping that indodes native
shrubs mstead of ormamentals support L1 times
the abundance of native butterflies and trees.
Without the babitat and nutrients for insects b
nest and gron, these msects won't exist to fulfill
their wital rale in pallinating cur food crops, trees
and Bowers.
When it comes to hybridized wersions of native
plants, there b oo mom for compromise 2 fras a
pollinator sees it, acoonding to Matthew Shepherd,
mmlruuum-nfmhml-]rhﬂund
of the plant and offer very litte food for an irsect ar

nome at all Shepherd says that these plants “don't
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provide a resource, anly 2 distaction.” The bees
st move an to find another source of food.

Chaos and the native garden

A mesy garden is the key to cultivating native
polinators. While a traditional English garden may
all for neatly trimmed bedges, deadhesaded Ameers
and crisp rolling lewns, this mode is far from friendly
mmﬁﬁm'ﬂhﬁi:gupllmilﬂl
hahitat ™ He suggests inc these three easy
qnhr:pmh:m:mldpmmﬂlﬁma

po Most native bees nest in

the ground in excavated tunnels. Try
leaving areas of bare, dry ground or sand piles in
SUDIIY for bees o make their bomes. Some

native species prefer dead trees as 2 nesting site,
bt ol logs or hundles of kollow-stemmed plams

like bamboo make a great suhstimste.
Planit native Howers: Plant a
@ﬁ\ wariety of rative flowers that bloom
Consider leaving dead flower heads
unlin_phﬂlnp‘n‘mhma:ﬂn:dmggnmxl
fior Research native pollinatons in your
reguon to find species that will serve as a host for
caterpillars and butterflies.
Minimize pesticides: Chemicals
/% that target garden pests may
iradvertently affect mative pollinators.
S Plant natives and use organic

compounds as sparingly as possible.

Looking for a list of native plants and where to buy
them? Visit www plantnativearg. &

Suzanne Greene works for The Freshwater Trust and
can be reached af azannegithefreshwater frud.ong.
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